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Timothy Greathouse (1950-1998) Collection

Summary Information

Repository: Visual AIDS Archive
Title: Timothy Greathouse (1950-1998) Collection
ID:
ID [aspace_uri]: /repositories/3/resources/253
Date [bulk]: 1974-2020

Physical 2 Linear Feet
Description:

Language of the English .
Material:
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Biographical / Historical

Timothy Greathouse was born in 1950. He studied art at West Liberty State College in West
Virginia, and later maintained a studio at the Boston Center for the Arts. He moved to New
York City in 1978, following his friend and fellow artist, Darrell Nettles. He was a leading
figure in the East Village art scene in the 1980's.

Inspired by close friend, Gracie Mansion, he opened multiple galleries beginning with Oggi
Domani, a storefront on East 11th Street in 1984 which began as a photo gallery that later
opened up to include sculpture, drawings, and later, paintings. In 1986, he moved to a larger
space and renamed the gallery Greathouse, showing paintings, sculptures, and conceptual art
as well as photography. He gave early shows to artist such as Kathe Burkhart, Anne Messner,
Andrew Masullo, Zoe Leonard, Peter Hujar, Jimmy de Sana, and Hope Sandrow.

He closed his gallery in 1988 and worked as an art consultant and graphic designer. He passed
away on October 18, 1998.
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Timothy Greathouse (1950-1998) Collection

Scope and Contents

Materials in the Timothy Greathouse Collection include 35mm negatives, 120mm negatives,
contact sheets, photographic prints, a periodical, description of previous processing efforts, and
ephemera.

The materials include portraits and photography of the work of many artists who were active
in the New York Downtown art scene. There are photographs of New York City architecture
and scenery, images from Fire Island, art exhibitions, New York nightlife, and some artwork
documentation.

Notable subjects in the collection's photographs include: David Wojnarowicz, Sur Rodney
(Sur), Kathe Burkhart, L Loffredo, Jimmy de Sana, Peter Hujar, Greer Lankton, Dean Savard,
Andreas Senser, Nicholas Moufarrege, Richard Hoffman, Darrell Nettles, Gracie Mansion,
Buster Cleveland, Stephen Lack, Richard Hambleton, and Rhonda Zwillinger. Notable locations
include The Dakota, Pier 47, and Herman Cohen's room.
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Arrangement

The collection was rehoused upon arrival at Visual AIDS but kept in original order. This
original arrangement was overseen by Sur Rodney (Sur) and rehoused by Jacs Rodriguez. Any
original notations were maintained and added to rehoused materials.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement
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Custodial History

These materials were originally owned by Timothy Greathouse and were given to longtime
friend Darrell Nettles after Timothy's passing. Darrell Nettles donated the materials to Visual
AIDS with the permission of Timothy's executor, Jay Katz, in 2025.

Processing Information

This collection was processed and arranged by Jacs Rodriguez in 2025.
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Related Materials

Related Materials

There are further materials related to Timothy Greathouse in the Visual AIDS Artist Files
collection.

Many of the photographs included in this collection are also reproduced in an exhibition
catalog available in the Visual AIDS library - "Tim Greathouse" (N 4784 .G7438 2020).
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Photo Binder 1, 1974-1990

Scope and Contents

This binder contains 120mm photographic negatives, 35mm photographic negatives, and photographic
prints. These materials are dated 1974 - 1990.

The photos in this container include portraits, self-portraits, landscape photography, photography of New
York generally, nightlife photography, personal photography, and artwork documentation.

Photo Binder 2, 1978-1984
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Scope and Contents

This binder contains 35mm photographic negatives and contact sheets. The materials are dated 1978 -
1984.

The photos in this container include New York photography, portraits, male nudes, event and nightlife

photography, and artwork documentation.

Archival Box, 1979-2020
Scope and Contents

This box contains photographic prints, ephemera, a periodical, photographic negatives, and a description
of the original order of organization for the collection. These materials are dated 1979-2020.

The photos in this container include portraits and New York photography.
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